Palmetto aviation by South Carolina Aeronautics Commission
TION
Volume 42, Number 8 Published by the S.C. Aeronautics Commission August, 1990
Aeronautics Interim Director Announced
State PilotNamed to Post
State Aeronautics Commission
Chairman Jim Hamilton has an-
nounced the appointment of T.R.
Runnels as Interim Director for the
agency.
Runnels,43, has been a Special
Missions Pilot with SCAC since
1982 but during his tenure has also
completed various administrative
assignments including writing the
agency's Policy and Procedures
Manual and assisting in agency
procrrement and administrative
matters.
In addition, Runnels has over
20 years of military aviation serv-
ice and retired from the U.S. Army
in 1987 with a rank of CW4. While in
the Army, his assignments in-
cluded aviation training and opera-
tions, aviation and artillery staff
positions, airfield and small unit
commander, and pilot.
At the announcement, Hamil-
ton praised and congratulated Run-
nels on his achievement. "All of you
know the interim director. You
have been working with him every
day, day in, day out. It was a diffi-
cult decision, and our choice is T.R.
Runnels. Congratulations, T.R."
See Inteim Director, Page 6, T.R. Runnels
Pee Dee Region Gets New Authority
The Florence Regional Airport
is coming of age. It's no longer a
toddler teetering after its first step,
but a child walking and running
into the next decade with zeal and
determination.
The Florence Regional Airport
is now under the tutelage of the Pee
Dee Regional Airport District with
rules, regulationsanda plan forthe
future of the airport.
Last month, Gov. Carroll
Campbell visited the airport to
praise the creation of the Aviation
Authority.
Campbell said, "This legisla-
tion to create a regional airport au-
Gov. Carroll
Campbell (c)
announces the
formation of the
new Pee Dee
Regional Airport
District for
Marion,
Florence, Dillon
and Darlington
Counties.
thority will begin to solve the trans-
portation inadequancies that lie in
the Pee Dee. At last we have fully
recognized the need for good air
transportation."
Campbell continued saying,
"Air transportation is a must for
this region and a must for our state.
Here we have a concrete step in a
See Pee Dee Authoity, Page 6.
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C ongre ssi on al Sub committ e e
Approves of Airport Improvements
According to Sen. Fritz
Hollings' office, the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee approved lan-
guage in the Transportation Ap-
propriations Bill mandating that
grant applications for runway im-
provements at three South Caro-
lina airports be given top priority.
Based on figures from the 1989
South Carolina Airports Pavement
Evaluation, the following repairs
are the focus of the funding re'
quests:
oJasper County's Ridgeland
Airport requires pavement repair
of a primary runway, taxiway and
apron, at an estimated cost of
$3,552.15.
oGreenville's Donaldson Cen-
ter requires pavement repair on
runways 4N, and taxiway B-1. The
estimated repair cost is $1,300,000.
oLaurens County Airport
needs repair of a primary runway,
taxiway, and apron, and two secon-
dary taxiways at an estimated cost
of $1,57,957.
At Hollings' urging, the Sub-
committee also approved funding
for the purchase of an Instrument
l^anding System navigational aid
for Columbia Downtown Owens
Field, the designated reliever air-
port for the Columbia Metropoli-
tan Airport. The ItS is needed for
safe operation of the airport.
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ation on what kind of insurance
you have now and what type your
airport needs."
"Get in touch with yourcounty
and see what kind of insurance is
necessary for your sihration. Some
counties don't even insure their
airports for storm damage."
Airports are owned by either a
local municipality orcounty which
governs the requirements concern-
ing insurance coverage, if no um-
brella policy is in effect.
'"We almost got caught this
weekend with Bertha," eidWalls,
"and we sure don't want to be
caught like we were with Hugo."
Hurricane Season is Here; Be Prepared
Hurricane season has just be-
gun and in the aftermath of Hugo,
all of us are a bit gun shy and edgy
that a major tropical storm will
again batter the state.
Weather experts have pre-
dicted nearly a 50-50 chance of the
state experiencing another hurri-
cane this year, all the more reason
to be prepared and get ready now.
Not only do you need to protect
yourself, you need to protect your
property and the property you
manage, especially airports.
State Aeronautics Airport En-
gineer Bill Walls said recently,
"Don't be surprised. Get an evalu-
South Carolina Aeronautics Commission Offices are at Columbia Metropoli An
Airport. Mailing Address: Post Office Drawer 280058, Columbia, South C:;o-
1ina,29228. Phone: (803) 822-5400, or 1-80G9224574.
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Calendar
August 5
Breakfast Club
Marion, NC
August 13
Public Hearing
On Closure Study of
Myrtle Beach AFB
Convention Center
Myrtle Beach, T p.m.
August 19
Breakfast Club
Dorchester County
Summerville Airport
August 28
FAA/FSS
Listening Session
Civil Air Patrol Bldg.
7 p.m-
September 2
Breakfast Club
Lewisville, GA
September 9
Breakfast Club
Chester Airport
September 15
Breakfast Club
]eckyll Island
Weekend
September 30
Breakfast Club
Newberry Airport
October 5-5
EAA Chapter 3 Fly-in
Woodward Field
Camden
October 7
Breakfast Club
Woodward Field
Camden
October 14
Breakfast Club
Spartanburg Downtown
AOPA Thkes the Pulse
of General Aviation in SC
With more than 100,000 new
members since 1980, the Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Association has
taken their campaign to the grass
roots level to see what their mem-
bers'opinions are.
"General Aviation Issues and
Answers" came to Columbia July
19 to gaugemembership responses
to some of the hottest topics in
Washington, D.C. and outline their
goals for the next decade.
Steve Bassett, AOPA Vice
President, spoke to an enthusiastic
crowd of about 200 people at Em-
bassy Suites where he unveiled the
lobbying group's plaru for the
1990s.
Some goals presented by Bas-
sett seem doomed to a gridlock in
Congress, while others should
have very little opposition. Briefly
the goals set forth are 
-
. Encowage the establishment
of a satellite earthbase system with
implementation beginning 1995;
.Resolve the federalism issue
of who's going to operate the air
system.'AOPA feels that it should
be a cooperative effort between
state and federal government;
Steve Bassett of AOPA fields a
question from |oe Gibson, of the
SC Wildlife Department.
oEnsure the
airports;
oEstablish a
noise policy;
.Encourage dramatic im-
provements in aviation safety;
.Make a stronger partnership
in aviation with community lead-
ers, state and national politicians.
After individual presentations,
questions were taken from the floor
on such topics as aircraft safety
seminar costs, AOPA legal serv-
ices, drug testing and Mode C.
right of access to
national aviation
Cher aut Municip al, H amp ton Ho spit al
Approved for State Funding
CherawMunicipal Airport and Hampton General Hospital received
funding for projects at the state Aeronautics Commission meeting in
Columbia.
The Aeronautics Commission held its regular monthly meeting on
Wednesday, ]uly 18 at the commission's office where commissioners ap-
proved $28,21,5 in state funds for airport projects.
When completed, these projects will generate more than $ 300,000 in
total funding costs when combined with federal grants.
Commission Chairman lim Hamilton announced the following state
allocations:
. Cheraw Municipal Airport 
- 
$18,215 approved to construct a 1000
ft. runway extension, install medium intensity runway lights, precision
approach path indicators and appraisal for land acquisition;
.Hampton General Hospital 
- 
$10,000 approved to construct an
emergency services heliport.
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Approaching 2000
Aviation in the'90s
7990 S.C. Airports Conference Gears Up
Where will you be November
13-76? The South Carolina Airports
Conference, that's where.
The 1990 Airports Conference
will be held at the Radisson Resort
in Kingston Plantation, Myrtle
Beach on November 13-16. The
Tuesday through Friday confer-
ence will feature some interesting
and entertaining people who will
inform and delight you with their
knowledge of aviation and humor-
ous anecdotes.
This year's conference will offer
more of what you need to know
about aviation and airports includ-
ing an entire afternoon featuring
the FAA's program on airport
safety. You will learn about how
new regulations concerning air-
ports affect your county airport,
whether it has one based airplane
or 50 corporate aircraft. The FAA
will guide you through sessions
created to answer your nagging
questions on current airport guide-
lines.
Other portions of the confer-
ence will deal with the relation-
ships between airport consultants,
airport sponsors, and the state and
federal government.
On the informative side, engi-
neers from Wilbur Smith Associ-
ates will present their report on the
Economic Impact of Aviation in
South Carolina. This report is one
of the most significant impact stud-
ies made on the state. The Eco-
nomic Impact study will be used as
a reference guide for development
in the stateand willbeused exten-
sively as an recruitmenttool for the
chamber of commerce.
During the session, Wilbur
Smith Associates will explain how
they conducted thestudy and how
they arrived at their conclusions. A
question and answer period will
follow to give eachairport achance
to ask about their particular airport
or county.
Each airport will get a report at
the conference which reflects the
economic impact aviation has on
their community's economy.
Another person you won't
want to miss is South Carolinian
Col. Frank Culbertson of NASA
who is scheduled to fly into space
in the Space Shuttle Atlantis. He'll
enlighten us with his unique per-
spective of air and space travel
during our Wednesday luncheon.
Culbertson, a native of Holly Hill,
has flown over 3700 hours in 35 dif-
ferent types of aircraft and has
made over 350 carrier landings.
Culbertson is training as pilot on
the crew of the Space Shuttle Atlan-
tis mission ST938 for the Depart-
Ralph Hood
ment of Defense.
On the lighter
side Ralph Hood,
is speaking at our
Wednesday lunch-
eon. Many of you
have heard Hood
at various national
conventions.
Hood, a columnist and humor-
ist from FBO Magazine, will trick
us into laughter with his down-
home Southern style humor. His
style of humor appeals to every-
one, not just those involved with
airports and aircraft. He has ap-
peared at many major national con-
ventions, including this yeals Na-
tional Air Transportation Associa-
tion convention and has always
brought the house down. He's the
cure for boring seminars.
You won't want to miss this
great opportunity to hear Rudy
Special Feature$
Among the special attractions at this year's conference
you won't want to miss are 
-y' Airp ortSaf ety: Everyone's concern and what you can do
at your airport. A very special program by the FAA.
r'The staters environment and how you and airports
affect it, a personal perspecitve by Rudy Manke of SCETV's
NatureScene.
y'Aviation in the next decade: An Astronaut's View.
y' Aviation's impact on the economy in South Carolina.
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TheThirteenthAnnual South CarolinaAirports Conference is designed foranyone interested
in the future of South Carolina's most vital economic resource -- airports.
This year's conference reflects the concerns and problems of the many people involved in
aeronautics, whether you're a county airport commissioner, FBO or an airport manager.
The Thirteenth Conference provides informational workshops and seminars on various top-
ics such as environmental issues, airport safety and the economic impact of aviation.
As aviation technology advances in the this decade, we are indeed Approaching 2000.
Manke, a state naturalist and envi-
ronmentalist featured on SCETV's
"NatureScene". He'll present his
views on the
state's environ-
mental health and
what we can do to
improve it during
Wednesday
morning's general
session.
Later that
same afternoon,
Rudy Manke
Rudy will guide us through the
local terrain showing rts new ways
to see nature on a personal scale.
Manke has the knack for showing
us things up close like wildflowers,
insects, birds and geological forma-
tions. B.iog your walking stick and
wear comfortable shoes for the
walk. Sign up early for his Nature
Walk since it is limited to the first 50
people.
In addition to all that's new to
the conference, there are a lot of old
favorites which always inform.
There will be a session with Airport
Managers, FBOs, and Commission-
ers for your old annoyances and
new problems. As in years past,
there will be an FAA Listening Ses-
sion with Cas Castleberry, South-
ern Region Administratorand Sam
Austin, the FAA's Airports District
Manager. So there will also be a full
slate of state Aeronautics personnel
to answeryour questions and com-
plaints.
For the spouses who attend this
yea/s conference, a trip is planned
for Thursday to "shop till you
drop" at Barefoot Landing shop-
ping mall.
Of course, what S.C. Airports
conference would be complete
without the annual seafood ex-
travaganza? This year the seafood
banquet willbe at Marker35O Res-
taurant with luscious seafood and
plenty of libations.
Registration for this yea/s con-
ference is $125 per registrant.
Spouse rate is $70 and includes a
shopping trip on Thursdayand the
seafood bash. Be certain you regis-
ter for the conference EARLY.
**Registration after November 5 is
$150 per registrant and $80 per
spouse. ** Don't let this deadline
pass you by.
The Radisson Resort is offering
us a special discounted room rate of
$65 a night, single or double ocflr-
pancy. Our block of rooms will be
helduntilOctober 13, butbe sure to
tell the hotel you're with the Air-
ports Conference for this special
rate.
What you may not know is all
of the rooms are two-room suites
with fully-eguipped kitchens. So
bring your family and do some
early Christmas shopping at
Myrtle Beach's fine discount stores.
We look forward to seeing you
your family November 13-16 in
Myrtle Beach.
r---rrr-rr-rrr-III-r-Irr--1
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I Cost
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I Ii,^,-L"rtjtr,r':?ri",::It-?^*:r-:l?"*I'J"#T::,Hr:,"-?li! Weanesaay after lunch, the registration fee is $100. Spouse's fee of $70 :I innfrrdoc chnnnino ovcrrrcinn hrnch eoffee hreaks- sncials and spafoorl Iincludes shopping excursion, lunch, coffee br ks, soci ls  e foodI -'------ --'-rr-'o! bash.Registration fees cover conference costs, including meals, refresh- r
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I Phase make checks payable to: SC Airports Conference, II ettn: Dee Vickery,y.O. Box 280068, Columbia, 5.C.29228. Itl
! Hotel Accomodations IITI S.C. Airports Conference November t3-76, L990, at the Radisson i
I Resort Hotel at Kingston Plantation in N. Myrtle Beach. A block of i
! rooms, all fully-equipped suites, has been reserved at $55 a night double i
i or s_rnS].e oc:upan9y._Resenrations (deadline-October 13) should be i
I made directly to the Radisson at (803) 449-0006.hrrrr 
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Continued from Page ! '
Runnels responded, "l really
appreciate the confidence you have
in me and I appreciate the opportu-
nity. We've worked together for a
long time and we're going to con-
tinue to work together to make
progress and to make this agency
the best it can be."
As interim director, Runnels is
responsible for the daily operations
of the 50-employee agency, includ-
ing all administrative, legislative
and executive functions. The Army
veteran is also in charge of imple-
menting any budget reforms or re-
organization recommendations
made to him by agency commis-
sioners.
Runnels said, "For airports
across the state, I want to assure
them that our services will not be
intemrpted by these administra-
tive changes. We will still be cut-
ting grass and repairing beacons as
needed."
Commissioner Crack Ander-
son of Chester also praised Run-
nels, "I think we made a wise deci-
sion. We're just proud to have rec-
ommended him and I certainly
hope that he will make application
for director. We're going to be
At right, Runnels is
congratulated on his
appointment as interim
director by Chairman
Jim Hamilton.
Below, well-wisher
and SCAC employee,
Calvin Walker com-
mends Runnels after
his appointment.
happy with T.R. and I am sure that
this commission will really move
on now."
Commissioner Charles Ap-
pleby said, "I congrahrlate T.R. The
choice was,I think, just a wonder-
ful one. I think each and every one
will be real happy."
Commissioner Graves added,
"I'm delighted to see that we have
so much talent available to us in
this organization and if he does
well as an interim, I think he will be
an excellent selection for the per-
manent position."
Runnels, a native of Fort
Worth, Texas, graduated from
Troy State University in '1,977 witha
B.S. in Business Administration
and completed his Masters of Pub-
lic Administration from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in May
7990. He is married and has twb
teenage children.
Runnels replaces John W.
Hamilton who retired after 18
years as executive director for the
agency and 30 years in state gov-
ernment.
Continued from Page
Rocky Gannon, director of
Florence Regional, displays a
plaque from American Airlines.
truly regional way of thinking."
"Florence, Dillon, Marion and
Darlington Counties are preparing
for the future and will have the
most modern air service avail-
able," added the governor.
Several hundred people at-
tended the hot, afternoon event
which was punctuated with nam-
ing the appointees to the authority.
Darlington County's nomi-
nees are T.C. Cox III and john
Ramsey.
Dillon Countv Council nomi-
nated Tommy Parham and Cooper
]ordan.
Marion County nominated Bill
]ohnson and Robert Henderson.
Florence County nominated
Billy Morris and Robert Williams to
the authority while the City of
Florence nominated Dr. Curtiss
Daughtry.
The nominees must undergo a
SLED background investigation
and be approved by Gov.
Campbell before they are official
members of the authoritv.
Pee Dee Regional Airport District Names Representatives
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Aircraft Pollution --More Than fust Noise
ToxicWastes are generatedby your aircraft
Have you ever wondered what hap
penstothat fuelyoudrainedand discaded
from the engine sump? Or the detergent
you used to wash your airplane? It just
dissolves or runs harmlessly into some
nearby sewer and that's it, right? Wrong!
Unless correctly treated, aircraft wastewa-
ters could be detrimental to the environ-
ment.
When it comesto polluting in relation
to aviation, most people think along the
lines of air or noise. You really don't see an
airport as generating a mapr threat to sur-
face and ground water quality, but con-
sider the activities that take place on even a
small ailport.
Aircraft Washing. Usually the
procedure consists of the entire aircraft
surface being pressure sprayed with clean-
ing agents to loosen accumulated oil film,
dirt, and oxides. Then an alkaline water-
base cleaner is brushed on the surface to
help loosen foreign matter. The final step is
hosing down the aircraft with water to
thoroughly remove emulsified oil, grease,
and dirt from the aircraft. Where does that
di*y, chemically contaminated water go?
Does it find its way into the sewer drain or
to the nearest stream or pond to be ab-
sorbed, untreated, into the food chain?
Engine Repair. Used grease and
oil are by-products of standard mainte-
nance, and strong alkaline cleaners are
used to clean engines and parts. Ifa shop
includes painting and metalwork as part of
its senrices, the resulting wastes could be
highly toxic and corrosive. As these would
foul up theordinarydrain, what doyou do
with them?
Engine Tests. Oil, grease, and
emulsified materials generally result from
engine and floor cleaning operations.
These tend to end up down the drain.
De/Anti-icing Aircraf t. Usually
a mixtur€ of glycol (alcohol based) and
water which may be more difficult to detox-
ifythan sewage.
All these activities produce what is
known as airport generated wastewaters
- 
some falling under the hazardous
wastes category. [Waste is considered
hazardous if ithas oneormoreof these four
characteristics: ignitability, corrosivity, re-
activity, or, toxicity.I
Disposal of toxic wastewaters is not a
simple matter of letting it go down thelocal
sewer drain or percolate through the soil.
Acidic and alkaline wastes, generated dur-
ing aircraft "pickling" and cleaning opera-
tions, would corrode metal and concrete
sewer pipes, unless they are first neutral-
ized to reach an acceptable acid/alkaline
balance.
Organic solvents and phenols are gen-
erated during paint removal and the clean-
ing of aircraft and ground vehicles. They
create explosion and todcity hazards that
interfere with sewagetrcatmentand pollute
potable drinking water. Petroleum based
products, such as oil and grease, leave an
impermeable film which will coat, and
eventually clog, the wastewater carrier sys-
tems. It is also toxic to the breathing mecha-
nisms of marine wildlife. Furthermore, as
little as one quart of engine oil, when widely
dispersed in a watershed area, can contami-
nate as much as two million gallons of
drinking water.
Alcohol based products, such as del
anti-icing fluids, are biodegradable, but
absorb orygen in the process 
-to the detri-ment of other oxygen dependent life forrns
in the water.
Airport industrial wastewater must be
discharged for treatment to on-site airport
treatment systems, or to off-site publicly
owned treatment works or, for certain types
of waste, discharged without treatment to
surface waters or to underground wells.
Federal regulations, with some state
and local regulations imposing additional,
more stringent, standards, govern the dis-
charge of airport generated industrial war
tewaters. Of course, hazardous wastes
must be managed according to stringent
federal regulations that govern its treat-
ment, storage, and disposal. Ultimately,
however, the enforcement of these stan-
dards are dependent on how strict local or-
dinances are.
Although the U.S. EPA has developed
water quality standards, it is generally left
to state and local authorities to enforce these
standards. Airport managers can enhance
their status as "good neighbors" by cooper-
ating wholeheartedly in the avoidance of
wastewater contamination to the commu-
nity. Becauseof theincreased costsof waste
disposal, recent attention has been focused
on management strategies to reduce the
total volume of wastes. Alternate choices
include:
Source Reduction. Product refor-
mulation or substitution can reduce or
eliminate the use of certain materials that
are difficult or costly to dispose of or treat.
Also, the installation of more efficient
equipment (such as pavement surface heat
to reduce the need for delanti-icing activi-
ties) and improved process control can
reduce waste generation.
Recovery and Re-use. Recycling
of materials would reduce an airport's
waste treatment and disposal costs as well
as raw material needs and costs. For ex-
ample, paint and solvents can be recovered
by distillation or electroplating chemicals
with the aid of dragout recovery tanks. De/
anti-icing chemicals can be recycled for
other non-airside uses. The airport'sopera-
tional costs of waste treatment and disposal
could be reduced by concentrating areas of
activities that are responsible for airport
waste generation.
In designing new airports or planning
ailport expansion, it is recommended that
an airside drainage system have the capa-
bility of channeling all or certain portions of
the storm water runoff to one location for
management and treatment.
There is no standard method for treat-
ing industrial waste since each airport pres-
ents its own special treatment problem,
depending upon its environment and ac-
cess to treatment facilities, as well as the
nature of the services offered. Laboratory
and pilot-plant studies may be required to
determine the best type of treatment for a
particular waste.
Aviation is by no means the only con-
tributor to the present pollution problem.
Air, noise, and water pollution are a fact of
life today, and reversing this cycle will be a
slow process. Hopefullp the aviation in-
dustry will help lead the way.
This article was repinted from FAA
Aoiation N ats May | | une'1.990 issue.
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I t. Have you visted the South Carolina Automated Flight Sendce Station? |ll| 2. 
. 
* y9-.r often do you call or visit the AFSS for preflight briefings? I
1 twice daily,- once daily_ I| :i:l::,:L- twice a week- II occasronattY- 
^^^L ^cL^-, Ii U. What time of day do you call most often?! Early AM- AM Afternoon- It-I Evening- Night Late night II g. Normally how long after dialing does it iake to reach a briefer? || 30 seconds_ 45 seconds_ One Minute_ I
I r U2 minules longer- I| 4. How would you rate the overall service provided by the south carolina I
I AFSS? excellenr good_ |I _ fair_ poor_ |I Please mail your response to south Carolina, AFSg 5531 Airport Rd., Anderson, sc l
i??92!:2\pholeygylr_esponse8:30-5p.m.M-FtothePubliclnformationOfficeatl-800-:
.922-0574or(803) 822-5423. t
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FAA to Hold Listeni^g Session on August 28
The Federal Aviation Admini-
stration and representatives from
Anderson Flight Service Station
will conduct a general listening
session in Columbia on August 28
at the Civil Air Patrol Building at 7
p.m. in Columbia.
"Cas" Castleberry, the Southern
Region Administrator, will moder-
ate the meeting which is open to all
interested pilots and users of the air
space system.
In a continuing effort to better
serve South Carolina pilots, the
AFSS asks that you take a few
minutes to respond to the follow-
ing questions.
This publication is printed and distributed by the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission in theinterest of aviation safetyand to fostergrowth of responsible aviation in the state. The viewpoints
exp,re_ssed in articles credited to specific sources are-presented as the viewpoints of those liriters
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Sou:th Carolina Aeronautlcs Commission.
